More support needed for Ukrainian children and young people

By the end of 2023, nearly 21,000 Ukrainian children and young people (aged 4 to 18) who had fled the war were living
in the Netherlands. Some came alone, but most arrived with their mothers. The Advisory Council on Migration (a group
that advises the Dutch government) is concerned about these children and young people. It believes they need more
support.

Here are the four main problems:

1. Uncertainty about the future
Ukrainians don’t know how long they’ll be allowed to stay in the Netherlands. This creates uncertainty about
their future.

f) What should the government do?
. e  Provide more clarity about how long Ukrainians will be allowed to stay in the Netherlands.
° Explain what rules will apply if the current special status for Ukrainians ends. These rules should consider
the issues that matter to children and young people.
° Provide information that children and young people can understand.

2. Inadequate housing
Ukrainian children and young people are regularly moved and often live in places that are not suitable for
them. The spaces set aside specially for them are often closed.

What needs to improve?

e  Children and young people should be able to stay in one place.

e These places should be safe and quiet.

e  There should be a trusted adult present whom children and young people can talk to about their
questions and problems.

e  Children should be able to play, and young people should have access to fun activities.

3. Problems at school
Ukrainian children and young people are not always placed in schools that meet their needs.

[ ]
f— What should the government do?
&‘& e  Ensure that all children and young people can attend a school that meets their needs - including

colleges or universities.
e  Help them learn Dutch properly.
e  Ensure that their college or university fees are no higher than for Dutch students.

4. Stress
Some children and young people feel stressed. They are scared, angry or sad, and have trouble sleeping. But
there isn’t always someone available to talk to or support them.

What needs to improve?
° Every child and young person should have someone they can go to with questions and problems.
e  Children and young people who feel bad or have experienced traumatic events need more help.

Summary for children and young people

This is a child-friendly summary of the Report on Ukrainian children and young people. As the Advisory Council on Migration believes
it is important that they can understand this report themselves, this summary has been written for children and young people in
accessible Dutch and in Ukrainian. In doing so, we have followed the example set by the Children’s Ombudsman.
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